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Many Movements Towards Oneness  - E Pluribus Unum  - Our Breakthrough Potential

Across the planet, people are sensing the emergence of a new universal spirituality.  Our prophets and gurus are teaching it, and seekers are realizing it.  Many independent organizations represent and affirm this ideal, and hope to sponsor its expression and realization in the world.  This new vision is shaped by influences from every culture, and by science as well as by religion.  And everywhere, there is a deeply felt instinct for unity – for wholeness, for oneness in this process.   People want ONE spiritual movement towards oneness – not many movements. 

The process of creating this unity cannot be orchestrated by any one of the independent organizations or participants.  No one spiritual organization can lead the way towards a “unity of all spiritual organizations”.  Instead, interested spiritual organizations and leaders themselves must engage together, in a process of negotiation and diplomacy that carefully establishes the foundations of commonality and “shared purpose” among these movements. 

We are proposing to initiate a process of collaborative negotiation to begin this task.  We are suggesting that this negotiation process should proceed under the banner of no particular organization, but should instead be sponsored by the participants themselves, in a loose affiliation of interested organizations and individuals.  We will act as note-takers and messengers for this work, listening carefully, and reporting to others in the process what we have been told by our participants.

Define and Negotiate Our Common Ground

We need to establish with authority the exact specifics of what it is we have in common, and are willing to act upon in concert with others.  From the mission statements of relevant organizations, we can compile a succinct body of basic principles, and determine through negotiation with all participants the degree to which they are in agreement with specifics.  By continuing this process, and working from the principles of the organizations themselves, we can establish a common agenda that does not compromise the independence of each of the participating movements and organizations.

Invitation to a Constitutional Convention for the Spirit

We are inviting you to engage in this process with us.  We hope you will say yes – that you, too, recognize the importance of this work, and will begin by agreeing to participate in this process, sharing with us in a brief way your interest in spiritual unity, your ideas on the negotiation process, and your suggestions regarding particular actions.  We will stay in touch with you on an occasional basis, and occasionally request some response or participation.  Through this process, contacting many organizations, we can define and establish a community covenant that clearly anchors our commonality.

Action Steps

1. Begin this process by defining its possibility and desirability.  Give the project some initial definition.  Draw up an initial plan (such as this present statement), and accept that the details may be subject to critical revision and expansion.

2. Identify an organization that is expressing an interest in universal spirituality and collaboration.

3. Study the doctrine and teaching of this organization and its statement of intended purpose.  What is this organization trying to accomplish, and how is this task related to the welfare of global spiritual community?  What is their strategy to accomplish this purpose?  If the purposes of this organization are consistent with other organizations in our process, or our network can support their strategy, we have legitimate grounds for inviting their involvement in the development of a coalition

4. Contact this organization, indicating that we are engaging in this process, and contacting many other organizations working in this area.  Show how the work of this organization has much in common with other organizations with which we are in contact.  Show how we can support them.

5. Establish a process of “collaborative negotiation,” that seeks to identify a body of common principles shared by all participating organizations.  Support and conduct this negotiation process.

6. Define these principles in an open and transparent way, clearly indicating how their form and detail evolves through the constructive input of participants.

7. Discover and identify ways in which the participating individual organizations become stronger because they collaborate with others.

8. Seek in every possible way to form a contract and covenant among as many interested spiritual organizations as possible.

A Community Covenant

Our Community Covenant will not emerge without conscious and intentional negotiation.  The process must be explicitly defined, and explicitly conducted.  It should emerge from an open and transparent planning process, to which all interested parties are invited, and it should continue until it is clear that the basic form of the conclusions have become stable and unchanging.

A Global Network

We are supposing that this work can be most advantageously conducted through a combination of “face-to-face” spoken communications, and written communications in print and on the Internet. We can create an Internet process to support this work, and will consider and incorporate any suggestions or design ideas submitted to us by participants.

Bruce Schuman and Bonnie Kelley

Bruce Schuman follows a path of universal spirituality, and has been involved with the global interfaith movement for many years.  He is an Internet and database computer programmer, and has built many web projects and systems for interfaith groups.  These include the URI (United Religions Initiative), the CPWR (Council for a Parliament of the World’s Religions), NAIN (North American Interfaith Network) and many other groups.  He is the developer of the Interspirit network, and the founder of United Communities of Spirit (http://origin.org), continuously online since 1996.  His email address is originresearch@cox.net

Bonnie Kelley is a tireless worker for social cohesion and the emerging new spirituality.  She is in contact with many cutting-edge groups and individuals, and is trusted by leadership as a sensitive and wise confidant and envoy.  She is a founding member of the Santa Barbara Conscious Evolution community and a partner in the Global Resonance Network (http://globalresonance.net). Her email address is bonniekelley.kaback@verizon.net
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